Cooper’s Flock 
Knit Bird Pattern

Gauge
The gauge is not important for this pattern (yippee!). You just want the stitches to be close enough together that the stuffing doesn't show through the knitting. Feel free to let run creativity run wild… stripes, embroidery or blocks of color.

Yarn: Blue Sky Cotton

Needle Size: I used a size 7, but you can use size 6-8 whatever size you need to get tight stitches.

Tail

Cast 16 stitches onto a double pointed needle.

Using two double pointed needles, knitting back and forth:

Row 1: Slip 1 knitwise, knit to end.

Row 2: Repeat Row 1.

Row 3: Slip 1 knitwise, ssk, knit to last 3 stitches, k2tog, k1. (14 stitches)

Rows 4 and 5: Repeat Row 1
Row 6: Slip 1 knitwise, ssk, knit to last 3 stitches k2tog, k1. (12 stitches)

Row 7: Use a cable cast on to cast on 2 stitches at the beginning of the row and knit to end of row. (14 stitches) knit to the end of the row
Next: Using the cable cast on, cast on 2 stitches at the beginning of the next row. (16 stitches)
Body

Round 1: Join for working in the round, and knit to end of round. I divided the stitches 5,6,and 5 on the three needles
Round 2: Knit into the front and back (kfb), knit to the last stitch, kfb. (2 stitches increased)

Repeat Round 2 until you have 32 stitches
Knit 20 rounds.

You might want to start stuffing the bird now because you're about to do some decreasing...

Next Round: K2tog, knit to the last 2 stitches, ssk. (2 stitches decreased)

Repeat last round 2 more times. (18 stitches)

Stuff some more!

Head

Round 1: *Kfb, k1, repeat from * to end of round. (27 stitches)

Knit 8 rounds.

Get some stuffing in the head...

Next Round: *K1, k2tog, repeat from * to end of round. (18 stitches)

Next Round: *K2tog, repeat from * to end of round. (9 stitches)

Use the tip of a knitting needle to poke a last bit of stuffing into the head.

Beak

Note: If you want the beak to be a different color than the head, now is when you should start using the new color.

Knit 2 rounds.

Squeeze a tiny bit of stuffing into the beak.

Next round: K2tog, k1, repeat to end of the round. (6stitches)

Next round: K2tog and repeat to end of round (3 stitches)

Cut the yarn and sew it through the 3 remaining stitches

Left Wing

Note: The "left" wing is the one that is on the left as you look the bird in the face.

Slide a double pointed needle under a column of 8 stitches near the top of the bird to mark the location of the left wing. You should see 8 "ladders" (horizontal bars).

Now is a good time to mark the placement of the right wing too, as symmetrically to the left wing as you can.

Returning to the left wing, hold the bird so the back (not the belly) is facing you. Start at the tail end of the8 ladders, and pick up  stitches.

Working back and forth with two double pointed needles:

Row 1: Slip 1 knitwise, knit to end.

Rows 2 and 3: Repeat Row 1.

Row 4: Slip 1 knitwise, k to last 3 stitches, k2tog, k1. (1 stitch decreased)

Row 5: Repeat Row 1.

Rows 6 - 9: Repeat Rows 4 and 5 three more times. (4 stitches)

Cut the yarn and thread it through the remaining 4 stitches.

Right Wing

Start at the head end of the 8 ladders you have on hold for the right wing... ...and pick up 8 stitches.

Row 1: Slip 1 knitwise, knit to end.

Rows 2 and 3: Repeat Row 1.

Row 4: Slip 1 knitwise, ssk, knit to end. (1 stitch decreased)

Row 5: Repeat Row 1.

Rows 6 - 9: Repeat Rows 4 and 5 three more times. (4 stitches)

Cut the yarn and thread the tail through the remaining 4 stitches.

Two wings!

Finishing

Eyes

Decide what color you want the eyes to be, and sew a tail of that yarn through the body to where you want the first eye.

Sew whatever kind of eye you want. Bring the tail to other side of the head to make a matching eye.

Ends

Sew up the base of the tail with a nearby end of yarn.

